
From: Helene Zawila
To: Kevin Cricchio
Cc: Paul Zawila; Leah Forbes
Subject: Comment File Number Administrative Special Use Permit PL23-0463 and Variance PL23-0464
Date: Friday, January 19, 2024 8:55:47 AM
Attachments: Neighbors comments on 150 foot cell tower.pdf

Kevin Cricchio, 

Paul and Helene Zawila have submitted comments in Skagit County's system and I would just like to
confirm that Skagit County received them.  Note that we are including a copy of the comments as an
attachment in case there was some system issue.  I will call you later to learn more about what Skagit
County's process is from here once the comment period closes.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,

Helene Zawila
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mailto:pzawila@valueenvironmental.com
mailto:leahf@co.skagit.wa.us



This le�er is to provide comments on the Meridian Group’s / AT&T Wireless’ Special Use Permit (PL23-
0463) & Variance (PL23-064) to build a 150 foot cell tower and various associated support items. 
 
We are the adjacent residen�al neighbors that own the approximate 26 acres West of the proposed 
loca�on and we strongly object to the allowing a 150 foot cell tower to be built at this loca�on.  The 
applicant’s submi�ed documenta�on doesn’t really acknowledge or speak to our existence (e.g., the 
subject parcel is vacant and undeveloped as are the abu�ng parcels to the north, east and to the west).  
We object to this project for several reasons. 
 
First, the area is zoned Residen�al Rural Reserve (RRv).  Skcagit County zones certain areas RRv to 
maintain a certain atmosphere/environment and people move to them for the environment that the 
zoning regula�ons create.  For example, RRv only allows one house per 10 acres and that results in a 
certain type of rural living environment.  We don’t believe 150 foot cell tower should be located in rural 
residen�al areas and this is probably why RRv areas are essen�ally at the bo�om of priori�zed zoned 
area list to locate a cell tower in.  It seems ironic that that a non-residen�al development (150 foot tall 
cell tower on a property) would be allowed in a rural residen�al area period, let alone on the applica�on 
described 5.1 acre parcel that isn’t large enough (> 10 acres) to build a residen�al home on under the 
RRv zoning ordinances.  That isn’t even considering the addi�onal variance requests. 
 
A second comment is need for this coverage.  The applica�on men�oned the need for voice and internet 
access for Meridian Group/ AT&T Wireless.  We live in this area for years and we already have voice and 
internet coverage so don’t see it being a need from the folks that live here versus a need for Meridian 
Group/ AT&T Wireless to want to expand their coverage area.  Secondly, the desired coverage map 
shown in applica�on is fairly sparsely populated so again don’t understand the claimed need in the 
applica�on. 
 
A second objec�on is that the 150’ cell tower is injurious to the use and value of our property / 
neighborhood.  On our approximate 26 acres, we have a permi�ed home and an ADU.  We (or someone) 
can build a second home at the top of our Eastern residen�al property (mee�ng all RRv zoning 
requirements) with a result being a residen�al home within 185 feet of a 150 foot cell tower.  The 
applica�on men�ons placing the 150 foot cell tower at the highest point on their parcel which is also 
approximately where someone would locate a house on our side of the property line given the best 
natural view point from there.  Obviously 150 foot cell tower within 200 feet from a residen�al home is 
injurious to the use and value of that property.  As an addi�onal, the applicant does not address the 
poten�al health and other impacts to inhabitants living approximately 200 feet from a cell tower that 
could occur mee�ng the RRv zoning regula�ons. 
 
We have several other comments on some of the applica�on statements.  For example, “ encumbered 
with dense tree cover, etc.”.  The prior property owner recently logged the site and once you get up 
there the trees aren’t that dense.  However, for now we will summarize our main objec�on being that a 
cell tower should not be allowed in a RRv zoned area – it is not compa�ble with our neighboring 
property and adversely affect those uses normally allowed.  As men�oned, the applica�on does not 
address the impact (use and value, health, etc.) to the adjacent Western residen�al neighbor.  Assuming 
Skagit County were to disagree and approve the Special Use Permit, the applicant should meet the RRv 
height regula�ons, and not allow a variance for a 150 foot cell tower, which would be further injurious to 
the property / neighborhood. 
 
Sincerely, Paul & Helene Zawila 







From: Helene Zawila
To: Kevin Cricchio
Subject: Requesting Review of File Number Administrative Special Use Permit PL23-0463 and Variance PL23-0464
Date: Tuesday, January 2, 2024 7:06:54 PM

Kevin Cricchio,

My name is Helene Zawila and I have received your letter dated December 13, 2023, RE: Required
Project Notification/Special Use Pemit PL23-0463/Variance PL23-0464.

I noticed today and read that you posted the public comment notices placards at 15159 and 15163
Rosario Road, Anacortes WA 98221. My property is located next to the proposed macro cell tower site.

I plan to visit the Skagit County Planning & Development Services on January 4, 2024, at 1800
Continental Place, Mount Vernon, WA 98273.
I would like to review the available information filed on the proposed macro cell tower project and/or
regarding Skagit County land use approvals and processes.

Existing Environmental Documents
Special Use Permit Application
Variance Application
Environmental Checklist
Site Plan
Noise report, and other application materials that are on file.

Specifically, I would also like to review the future 
critical area review building permit, and process as well as the SEPA review.

Please advise when this information can be available for review.

Thanks,

Helene Zawila
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