B THE MERIDIAN GROUP

Wireless (onsulting & Development Services

February 6, 2024

Kevin Cricchio

Skagit County Planning & Development Services
1800 Continental Place

Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Re: SUP PL23-0463 & VARIANCE PL23-0464

Dear Kevin- in response to your request for the applicant’s written responses to the undated
Paul & Helene Zawila comment letter on the above referenced project, | offer the following;

1. 2nd paragraph of their letter regarding siting a facility on a RRv zoned parcel and
questioning the size of the subject parcel relative to the RRv minimum lot size: ,

The proposed 150-foot tall wireless communication located within a RRv zoned parcel requires
a Special Use Permit & Variance which are both discretionary land use permits subject to public
notice, public comment, and a public hearing & approval by the County’s Hearing Examiner.
Siting and proposing a macro cell tower on a RRv zoned parcel is the 5 lowest priority of the 7
preferences in the County’s Zoning Code. As the July 25, 2023 Alternative Site Analysis
documents there are no available and viable higher siting priority locations for this macro cell
tower than parcels like the subject parcel that are zoned RRv. | would also refer to the AT&T
Wireless RF Justification document that specifically addresses why collocation on the two
closest existing WCFs do not meet AT&T’s coverage objectives and which address the County’s
Alternative Siting Analysis requirements delineated in SCC 14.16.720 (22)(k) (i-iii).

Skagit County PDS issued a legal lot certification for P19606/P19558 & P19584 on May 3, 2023.

2. 3" paragraph of their letter questioning the need for the coverage of the proposed
macro cell tower.

The need for the proposed 150-foot tall macro cell tower is very well documented in the AT&T i
RF Justification analysis and includes existing and proposed coverage maps. As the RF ?
justification document and maps demonstrate, the intent of the proposed facility is to provide
for coverage to a wide geographic area including Rosario Beach/ Deception Pass State
Park/along the Highway#20 & Rosario Road corridors and to the south of Fidalgo Island. AT&T’s
coverage objective for this site is far wider than simply the existing SF residences located along
Rosario Road.
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3. 4™ paragraph of their letter claiming that the proposed macro cell tower will be injurious
to the use and value of their property and to the neighborhood.

This assertion is not substantiated by any specific evidence or documentation. The proposed
antenna structure has been designed to be a stealth facility and to blend in with the existing
conifer trees located on the subject parcel as well as on the abutting parcels. The macro cell
tower is setback from the Zawila parcel to the west by 160-feet and will be substantially
screened by the existing conifer trees located on the subject parcel (refer to attached site
photos). Skagit County zoning code does not require project specific NIER analysis and/or RF
engineering reports for macro cell towers. AT&T’s Engineer did prepare a Statement of
Compliance dated May 2, 2023 which states that the facility will not exceed the FCC maximum
permissible exposure limits in accordance with FCC Public Standards OET Bulletin 65. In the
event that the County seeks project specific RF information, the applicant can have this
documentation prepared which will document that the proposed ATT installation will comply
with the current FCC maximum permissible Radio Frequency exposure regulations.

4. 5t paragraph of their letter challenging the dense tree cover and claiming that the
proposed macro cell tower is not compatible with the neighboring property.

The subject parcel and abutting parcels were selectively logged in 2012 by the previous owner
subject to a DNR Forest Practices Permit issued on March 15, 2012. Refer to the attached site
photos which document the existing tree cover surrounding the location of the proposed
wireless facility. The proposed facility is compatible with the neighboring properties as the
facility is sited on a large (5.1-acre) densely treed parcel that is surrounded by other large
forested parcels that are also vacant and undeveloped and include Deception Pass State Park
lands to the north and to the east. The antenna structure has been designed to be a stealth
monopole to resemble a coniferous tree and to ensure that the use is compatible with the
abutting parcels. The facility will not generate any nuisance impacts and will not be visually
obtrusive to the neighboring parcels.

Please contact me with any questions associated with these written responses to the Zawila
undated comment letter for this project.

Sincerely,

THE MERID|AN GROUP

Andrew T. King




